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Robert

Guiscard's

interests

elsewhere

small fiefs  so  that  the , danger  should  not  arise  in the
future.

The successful campaign of 1072 was followed, like that
of 1061, by a long period of comparative inactivity, and
for the same reason, that Robert Guiscard's chief interests
were elsewhere. He was engaged in rivalry with Richard
of Capua, in his attacks on the Lombard vassals of the
Pope, in his expeditions to Greece, and he was constantly
troubled by the revolts of his barons. So Roger was once
more in sole command, with the title of count, though
nominally under the overlordship of his brother. When
Guiscard died in 1085, he was succeeded as duke by his son
Roger Borsa (1085-1111), who was so weak that his barons
defied his authority. The most turbulent of all was his
brother Bohemond, until he went off on the First Crusade
to win a principality in the east. Roger Borsa could exercise
no authority over his uncle in Sicily ; he had, in fact, to look
to him for protection, and in return to give him full possession
of the Calabrian strongholds which had formerly been shared
with Guiscard.

Count Roger Left to himself, count Roger could achieve little at first.
His own forces were small, and his assistance was often needed
in South Italy, especially on the occasion of revolts. Any
large undertaking was impossible, but he showed his military
genius by the skill with which he organised successful raids,
and he consolidated his gains by building castles to maintain
them. Meanwhile he built up his resources. He repaired
the deficiency in the Christian population by encouraging
immigration from the Lombard principalities in South Italy.
He recruited soldiers from his Moslem subjects, treating them
with great favour and allowing them full exercise of their
religion. He was also careful to create an effective naval
force. It was not sufficient to cope with the African fleet,
which was again being sent to the aid of the Sicilian Moslems.
So, probably in 1076, he made peace with the Zairid emir,
which was faithfully observed by both sides. By this diplo-
matic move he avoided the danger of an invasion from Africa,
which in the case of Spain effectively brought the Christian
advance to an end.

The result of his organising and diplomatic ability was
seen in the capture of Trapani in 1077 and of Taormina in

gradually
conquers
the whole
of Sicily